
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Scripture: Matthew 18:10-14 

 

Main Theme: Each person is of immense value to God. 

 
This parable, one of several parables of lost things that Jesus offers throughout the Gospels, echoes some of 
the message of last week’s parable (prodigal son), though in a simpler way. The twist (and thus key meaning) 
of this parable comes in the shepherd leaving the 99 to seek the lost. Human economy suggests the shepherd 
should protect the many. God’s divine economy values even the one who has wandered away. God isn’t 
concerned about the most reasonable thing, God is deeply committed to each individual. Singer Cory Asbury’s 
song “Reckless Love” speaks to this theme in a powerful way. 
 

Questions for Parents to Consider: 
• When have you felt like an outsider? How did that make you feel? 

• When have you been part of excluding others? Why did you take part in that and how did it make you 
feel? What were the effects on you, those around you, and those excluded? 

• Have you ever had someone or something you thought was lost but then was found? What was that 
experience like? 

 

Questions to Discuss with Your Children: 
• Have you ever lost something precious to you? What was it and how did you feel? Did you ever find it? 

If so, how did you feel when you found it? 

• Have you ever felt lost or left out? What did that feel like? 

• Has anyone ever made you feel included or found you when you felt alone? How did that feel? 
 

Learning Activities:  
• Music is always a powerful connection to the scriptures, but especially Jesus’ parables. This week’s 

parable touches on common themes in Christian music. If you have older children, perhaps take turns 
sharing songs you find on the theme. Check out our Facebook page for other song suggestions. 

• Play hide and seek. As you have fun, share with your child about how both God and you will always be 
there for them, always seeking them out. They are never alone, left on their own. 

 

Prayer Focus: Those who feel alone and isolated 


